CONSTITUTION OF ETHIOPIA
SSTLBLISHED IN THE RSIGN OF
HIS MAJESTY HATLS SELASSIE I.

CHAPTER I.

THE ETHIOPIAN EIMPIRE AND THE
SUCCESSION TO THEI THRONE.

rhicle 1.,

The territory of Ethiopia, in its entirety,
is from one cxtreme to the other subject to the
Governncnt of His Majesty the Emperor.

All natives of Ethiopia, subjects of the
Empire, form togcther the Ethiovian nation.

Artic%g s

The Imperial Government guarantees the unity
of the terrifory, of the nation, and of the law of
Zthiopia.

Arvrticle 3.,

It is provided by law that the Imperial Rank
shall remain perpetually in the line of His Majesty
Haile Selassie I, descendant of King Sahle Selassie,
whose lineage continues uvnbroken from the dynasty of
lienelik I, son of King Solomon of Jerusalem and the
Queen of Zthiopia, sometimes called the Queen of Sheba.

Arﬁ}cle 4,

et e e e Bt

The Throne and the Crown of the Empire will pass
to the descendants of the Emperor by virtue of the Iaw
of the Imperial Houschold.

Artieclc B,

By virtue of His Imperial Linezge as well as
y the anointment he received, the person of the

i
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bmperor 1is sacred, His dignity inviolate and His

power incontestabtle. He thercfore enjoys by right

all honors due nim by tradition and in conformity with
?%G prcsent Constitution. The Law provides that who-
ever shall dare to harm the Majesty of the Emperor
shall be punished.



CHAPTER II.
THE ENPTROR'S POVER AND ATTRIBUTES.

Article 6.

Within the Zthiopian Empirc the Emperor holds
in its entirety the supremeé POWSI. He guarantees to
exercisc it in accordance with the cstablished Law.

Article 7.

The Emperor of Ethiopia will cstablish the
Scnate (Yehecggue meoucsscgna meker biet) and the
Chamber of Dcputies (Ycheggue memriya meker bict).
The lows drafted by these chambers will become
cffective by His promulgation.

ArGicle B

T+ is within the power of the Empcror to call
sessions of the dcliberative Chambers and to announcc
the opening and closing of their scssions, HEc may also
c2ll sessions before or aftcr the regular periods. He
may 2issolve the Chamber of Deputics.

Articlc 9.

When the Chambers are not in session the Zmperor
has the right, if nceds be, to promulgate dcereces hav-
ing the full forec of laws in ordcr to maintain pcace
and to ward off public dangers. The Law providcs that
these dcerces will be presented later to the Chambers
ot their first subsecquent session, and that they shell
be abrogated as regards further validity if the
Chambers do not apsprove them.

article 10.

i

Within the letter and the spirit of the laws now
in force the Zmperor will give the necessary orders to
guarantee their execution, to preserve public order,
and to develop the nation's prosperity.

Mptache 11,

#ihe Zmperor will determine the organization and
regulations of all the a ministrative departments,

: It appertains to him to designate and to dis-
charge officers of the army as well as civil oftfice=
holders, and to define their respective powers and
galaries.,
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Article 12.

The right to declare war and to conclude peace
is reserved by law to the =mperor,

Article 12.

Tt is the Bmperor's right to prescribe the
number of armed forces necessary to the EZmpire in
time of peace as well as in war.

Article 14.

The Bmperor has by law the right to negotiate
ond to sign Treaties of every kind.

Article 15.

The Emperor has the right fto confer the title
of Prince, and other honorary titles, to make personal
land grants, and %o institute new Orders.

Article 16.

The Emperor exercises the rights of pardon, of
commuting scntences, and rehabilitation.

grticle s

If the Emperor, for reasons of cither illness or
of oge, becomes incapablc of managing the affairs of
Government, o Regent of the Bmpire may be appointed by
virtuc of the Law of the Impericl Household to excrcise

the suprcme power in the Emperor's name.

CHAPTER III.

THE RICHTS ACKNOVLEDGED TO THE NATION :
BY THE ZIIPEROR, AND THZ DUTIES INCULBENT

UPON TiiZ NaTICH.

Artielke 1B,

) The law prescribes the conditions required for
Tthiopian nat%jnality.
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Article 13s

411 Bthionian subjects, provided they Eul fid
the condiiions prescribed by the Law and by the decrees
promulgated by His Majesty the Emperor, may be
dc81vnktcd officers of the army or 01v11 office-holders,
or may be appointed to any other offices or posts in
the service of the Stute.

Article 20,

411 those who belong to the Bthiopian army
owe absolute allcgiance and obedicnee to the Emperor
according to provisions of law.

Aefiicle 21,

The nation is held to the payment of any
lcgally imposcd taxes.

Article 2as

Ethiopian subjects have the right within the
limits nrcscrlbeﬂ by law to move freely from one place
to another.

Article 23.

No ©Bthiopian suogeoﬁ may be arrested, condemned
or imprisoned except by due process of law.

Article 24.

Iio Bthiopian subject may be deprived against his
will of having his ease ftried by the lcg¥le established
court.

Artiele 25.

Except in the instances for which legal pro=
vision has been made, there shall be no search of
domicilc.

Article 26

Excent in the instances for which lcgal provi-
sion hos been made, no ong shall have the right to
viclate the sccrccv of t?} corrcspondence of nthlopiaa
subjccts.
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Articlc a7.

Except in the coses of publie intercst fixcd
by law, no one ghall have the right to confisecate from
an Kthiopian subjcct neither his “movable property nor
the real estatc /hieh he possesses.

Article 28.

The right to prcscnt petitions to the Governmcnt,
within legal forms, is recognized to all Ethiopian
sub jects.

Article 29.

Thc provisions of this chapter shall not prevent
the measures which the Zmperor by virtue of his suprcme
powbr may take in case of war or public disasters

wihich threaten the intcrests of the nation.

CHAPTER TV.

THZ DELIBIRATIVE C{'VBiRS CF THE

Article 340.

The deliberative chambers of the Empive are
the two following; (a) the first: the Scnate
(Ycheggue mcoucsscgna meker bict) (b) the sccond:
the Chamber of Deputies (Yechcggue memriya meker bict).

Articlc 3.,

T™e members of the Senatc will be designated by
Hig Mnjecsty the Impcror, from among thce dignitarics
(mekuanent) who hnve scrved the Zmpire for o long time
in the rinis of Princes o linigicrs, Judces or Ghiefs
of the ormys

ANrticle 22

Provisionally, ané until that time when the
people erc in o pogiftion to cleet them themsclves;,
the members of the Chamber of Devuties shall be
choscn from among the dignitorics (mekuancnt) and
the locol chiefs (choumotceh).

Artiecle 335,

Anyonc who has been

dcsignoted member of the
scnate may not in the samc parliamentory scssion become
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o member of the Chambor of Deputics, and angone Who
has been chosen member of the Chomber of Dcputics
mey not in the same parlicmentary scssion bccome &
membcr of the Senate.

Article %4.

No law may be put into forcc without having
veen dcliberatcd in the Chambers, cnd without hav-
ing rcccived the approval of the Zmperor.

Articlec 35.

The members of the Chamber of Deputics will
be legally bound to acccpt and to dclibcrate bills
proposed by the Ministers of the rcspcetive
departments. However, when the dcputics have a
projcet of possible use %o the Empire or the nation,
the right to communicatc 1t to the Emperor through
their president is rcscrved to them by law, and
the Chamber will consider this projcct should the
Emperor conscnt.

Article_ZG.

Baoch of the two Chambers shall have the right
to cxprcss scparatcly to iHis Majesty the Empcror 1its
opinion on a lggislative question or on any other
matter. If the Imperor docs not acccpt its opinion,
the Chamber is not a2llowcd to bring up the same
question again in that parliomentery session.

Antiele 7.

Thc two Chambers will be summoncd annually
and Wikl sifb for- months. If necessary,

the EZmpcror may havé them rcmain in segsion for
a longer timec.

Apticle 38.

The Chambers will be summoncd for spceial
sessions if such is neceéssary. In thesc instances
it is the Emperor's right to fix the length of the
scssione.

Apticle 39,

The opening and closing, and the length of
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scesions and vacations, will be mode identical for the
two Chambers. If the Chamber of Deputics is
dissolvcd, the Scnate will adjourn its scssion until
a8 later bime. -

Article 40,

If the Empcror has excreiscd his right to
dissolve the Chamber of Deputies complctely, he will
arrange that a new Chamber assemble within four months.

Article 41.

Heither of the Chambers will open debates,
discuss, or vobte unless two-thirds of its members
arc prescnt,

Article 42.

In the cvent that in the dcliberations of the
Chambers, the vote is egually divided, the opinion of
the group which the presidcnt of the Chamber supports
will be the dceiding one.

Article 43.

The President of the Chamber will announcc in
advance whether the qucstions undcr discussion are
of a public or scecret nature.

If o matter once has been dcclarcd sceret any
member who brings it to the knowlcdge of the public
by means of specchcs, the press, writings, or any
- other means, shall be punished according to penal law.

Article 44.

The Emperor will establish in the form of a T
law the regulations controlling the work of the
Senate and of the Chomber of Deputics.

Article 45,

Otherwisec than in ceriminal cases, the trials
of which cannot be delayed, no mecmber of the Chamber
of Denutics shall be subject to legal prosecution
during thc period of a parliamcntory session,




Articlc 46.

If the two Chambers rcach different conclusions
in the deliberation of an importont matter, the
Empcror upon recciving o written summary of their
rospective opinions will investigate the rcasons for
their disagrecement, and when he forms his own opinion
on the matter, he will try to rcach a compromisc
likely to reconcile them to a final agreemcnt,
gclecting what he considers the best in the two
conclusions.

Tn case it is impossible to rcconcile the
opinions of the two Chombers, the Empcror has by Law
the right either to choosc and promulgote thce con-
clusion of onc or the other, or to postponc the
question.

Argicle 47

Without obtaining thc conscnt of the EImperor
the Chombers may not invite the Ministers to their
segsions cven if they fecl the nccd to do so. As
for the Ministers, they may not attend the sessions
of the Chambers and take part in the deliberations
without thc consent of His HMajestye.

THE MINISTERS COF THE IMPIR=.

fics

Article 48.

The Ministers will prescnt their opinions in
writing to His Majesty the Zmpcror on mattcrs per-
taining to their respective dcpartments; they will
be responsible for thesc opinions. Laws, decrecs,
and all other aects issuecd by thce Zmpcror on moattcrs
of the Empire will bear the Impcricl signature; and
then the keepsr of the Scal (Tsafi-teczaz) will
communicate thcm under his signaturce to the
competent Ministcr.

Article 49.

When the Empcror requests thc opinion of the
Ministcrs on an important government mattcr, they
will dcliberate togethecr according to regulations
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hefore submitting it to Him.
CHAPTHER VI.
TH® JUDICIARY.
Article 50.

The officinlly constituted judged will
administer justice, 2occording to the laws, in the
name of His Majesty the Emseror. The organization
of the courts will be governed by law.

Article Dl o

Judges shall be chosen from cmong men who
have had experience in gudicial matters.

Arbicle b2,

The judges shall hold court in public., In
thosc cascs which might affect public tranquility,
or which misht violate good morals, the session
may legnlly be held behind closed doors.

Arbiclke 53,

The jurisdiction of each court will be
determined by law.

Article 54.

cial Courts will hear all cases concserning

Spea
trative matters which are outside the competence

adminigira
of other couris.

wemm QO ——— -

CHAPTER VII.

THE BUDCGET OF THZ IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT.

Articlg 55

The law provideg that rccecipts of the Govern-
mcnt Treasury of whatever kind shall be expended only
in conformity with the ennucl budget which shall deeidce
the amounts allotted to each department. The annual
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moéce by the Hinister of Finonce in the deliberations
of the Chamber of Deputices ond of thec Senate, whosc
conclusions will bc submitted to the approval of

Hig Majcsty, the dmperor.

budget shall be preparcd on the posis of thce proposals

: Done at Addis Ababa, Hamlic 9th, Year of
Gpoee 1ios (July 16, 1981 ).




